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WITH WORLD’S BEST CONDUCTORS AND SOLOISTS, 
WORLD WILL LISTEN TO ANTALYA ONCE MORE!

The 18th edition of one of Turkey’s most important art events, International Antalya Piano Festival will commence on November 1st. Hosted by Antalya Metropolitan Municipality, the highly anticipated music festival by artlovers, prepares to bring together many musicians from the world of classical music, jazz and flamenco with music lovers once more.
Along with world famous conductors Leonard Slatkin, Gürer Aykal and Hakan Şensoy; famous local and international artists such as Manolo Carrasco, Stéphane Blet, Cem Esen, Emre Elivar, Ariadna Castellanos, Çağ Erçağ, Nurkan Renda, Luz Casal, Güher & Süher Pekinel will be at the star-studded festival this year. The festivals’s art direction is undertaken by Turkish orchestra conductor Gürer Aykal.
Speaking at the festival’s press conference, Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel said, “A few days ago, Antalya was the capital city of cinema, starting from tomorrow it will be the capital city of music. Tomorrow Antalya Piano Festival will turn 18, put its teenage years behind and meet with music lovers with a great program.” Art director of the festival, Gürer Aykal talked about the responsibilities of bringing together so many important musicians and keeping up with the same level of success every year, and said, “I feel very lucky to have a mayor who plays the piano. I value that. Both the mayor and the whole team provide me with such a comfortable environment that with each year I don’t find it difficult to put together an even stronger program.”
Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel met with the press at the press conference of International Antalya Piano Festival which will be held in Antalya between November 1st and December 2nd this year. He said, “Mr. Aykal and I made the Antalya Piano Festival one that is internationally talked about. In the age of globalization, whatever we do, we have to do things that are meaningful for the world. Part of our concert halls are filled by our foreign friends who reside in Antalya. Guests from Turkey and abroad come to some of the festival concerts. Antalya is an internationally known touristic hotspot. All things in every field must be in Antalya as well. Proving this, we will continue to do our best in whatever we do. The festival will continue to get stronger each year.” 
Reminding that the Piano Festival isn’t just a series of concerts, that it is a source great prestige and an addition to the branding of the city, Türel continued his words, “Few cities in the world can host a festival that has such rich content. Today, I would like to bring your attention to something about the fact that our festival lasts for a month. We are prolonging the tourist season in Antalya until November. This way we are trying to make the tourist season last for 7-8 months. We won’t stop here, we will make it 12 months. We should all better grasp Antalya’s value and greatness. With its history, nature, economy, fairs, culture and festivals, Antalya now is a world class city. It is where everybody wants to live. Every festival is a beautiful part of Antalya, one of its jewels. I invite the public of Antalya to experience our beautiful Antalya every day and to enjoy our Piano Festival.”
Speaking at the press conference, Art Director of Antalya Piano Festival Gürer Aykal said, “This year our festival program includes once again a strong line-up of world famous artists. 500 world class artists will take the stage throughout the festival. Conducted by one of world’s most famous conductors, Leonard Slatkin, the Mediterranean Philharmonic Orchestra, which has been formed by the request of our mayor, will take the stage with solos by our world famous artists Güher and Süher Pekinel in our closing concert. Bringing together mostly musicians from Antalya and musicians from mediterranean countries, the Mediterranean Philharmonic Orchestra, will be one of the most important tools in making Antalya a center for music in near future.”
Stating how important it is for Turkey that Leonard Slatkin will perform at Antalya Piano Festival, Aykal continued, “This is very important both for our festival and for music, and I believe it will cause a stir in the world. I hope we will have the chance to bring this festival to a bigger audience in bigger music halls in the coming years.” Also talking about the Composers of the Republic concert which will take place in the festival on November 10th, Aykal said, “It is very meaningful for us to have this concert on the death anniversary of Atatürk. Ulvi Cemal Erkin, whose pieces will be played in concerts, is one of the musicians Atatürk personally sent to Europe for education. I couldn’t find a more meaningful way to commemorate Atatürk and the Republic on this meaningful day.”
At the 18th International Antalya Piano Festival which will be held between November 1st and December 2nd; 
With his special performance ‘Sounds from Spain’, Spanish Flamenco Pianist Manolo Carrasco who is one of the most prominent performers of “Piano Flamenco” and who delighted music lovers in Antalya with his concert last year;

Stéphane Blet who claimed a special place in the music world by adapting Liszt’s major work Faust Symphony and who has 12 Turkish-Ottoman Rhapsody compositions;

Young and talented Turkish pianist Cem Esen who will present for the first time at the recital held ‘In Memoriam of Kamuran Gündemir’ his piece which has been specially prepared for the International Antalya Piano Festival;

World famous Turkish pianist Emre Elivar whose talent has been awarded many times at International piano competitions;
Spanish pianist and composer Ariadna Castellanos who has been deemed by music authorities as “one of the most interesting jazz musicians of her generation”; 
One of Turkey’s most talented cellists Çağ Erçağ and one of the most talented guitar virtuosos Nurkan Renda; 
Unforgettable Spanish voice of Pedro Almodovar‘s film ‘High Heels’ “Spanish Diva” Luz Casal;
Many stars from the world of classical music, jazz and flamenco such as world famous Turkish piano soloists Güher & Süher Pekinel will be in the 18th International Antalya Piano Festival.
“CITY OF ART” ANTALYA WILL BE THE HEART OF MUSIC!

The International Antalya Piano Festival, whose art direction is helmed by Conductor Gürer Aykal, will have artlovers in Antalya experience unforgettable days full of music with its program packed with surprises.
One of Turkey’s most important orchestras, ‘Antalya State Symphony Orchestra’ and the ‘Mediterranean Philharmonic Orchestra,’ which has been founded by the support of Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel as the orchestra of the International Antalya Piano Festival, will accompany famous soloists at the Antalya Cultural Center and will be lead by world famous conductor Leonard Slatkin, Gürer Aykal and Hakan Şensoy.
OPENING CONCERT FROM MANOLO CARRASCO
The magnificent music festival will commence on November 1st with the Manolo Carrasco concert at Antalya Cultural Center (AKM). 
At the festival which will continue on November 5th with a concert by Gürer Aykal led Antalya State Symphony Orchestra and world famous pianist and composer Stéphane Blet; 

Young pianist Cem Esen at the traditional recital ‘In Memoriam of Kamuran Gündemir’ on November 8th, 
Pianist Emre Elivar with Gürer Aykal led Antalya State Symphony Orchestra at the Composers of the Republic concert on November 10th, 
Ariadna Castellanos with Flamenco Jazz on November 17th,
Çağ Erçağ (Cello) & Nurkan Renda (Guitar) re-interpreting Anatolian tunes with symphonic rock accompanied by Hakan Şensoy led Antalya State Symphony Orchestra on November 22nd,
‘Passionate Voice of Romance’ Luz Casal on November 26th, 
and formed by 100 young musicians, Kepez Municipality Children’s and Youth Symphony Orchestra, will meet with music lovers at Antalya Cultural Center on November 29th.
GÜHER&SÜHER PEKİNEL ON STAGE ON DECEMBER 1ST-2ND
Known as Turkey’s most important festival and much praised locally as well as internationally, International Antalya Piano Festival, which is a member of the European Festival Association (EFA), will end with a concert led by world famous Conductor Leonard Slatkin on December 1st and 2nd. In the final concerts, The Mediterranean Philharmonic Orchestra will accompany Güher and Süher Pekinel who have an extraordinary poetic musical sense, a characteristic style and a special place in the international music arena. Güher and Süher Pekinel, who have been awarded numerous times throughout their careers, will meet this time with music lovers in Antalya following recitals at prominent music halls in Europe, the Far East and the United States.
In all of the events in the 18th International Antalya Piano Festival, 468 musicians will take the stage.
Links:
18th International Antalya Piano Festival Official Website: www.apf.com.tr
Instagram – @apfsocial - https://www.instagram.com/apfsocial/
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/piyanofestivali
Twitter - https://twitter.com/apfsocial
Tickets at Biletix! http://www.biletix.com/etkinlik-grup/133006418/TURKIYE/tr

